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Significance: 

Part 2 Development of Standards – Reality checks

Caught among contradictory stories on the need for surge protection as well as unsupported anecdotes of surge-

related failures, the typical consumer is in a quandary on how to best allocate personal resources to protect the

expensive electronic equipment found in a modem household.

To help provide some answers to this quandary, a team of experts developed and engineering guide on the basics

of surge protection.  One of the recommendations addresses the issue of ineffective configuration of utility

connections that are responsible for surge-induced failures.  This paper served as a progress report, documenting

the status of the project at the end of 1996.  An update on this project was reported under Key et al. 1999, which is

included in Part 6 of this Anthology
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